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1. EXISTING CLUBROOM TO BE REMOVED

2. DEGRADED EDGE TO PARK LANDS  
WITH ‘GOAT TRACKS’

3. EXISTING PITCHES

4. REMOVAL OF GRAVEL SURFACES AND INFORMAL ACCESS 
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5. NEW LIGHTING COLUMN
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NORTH

1. MIRNU WIRRA COMMUNITY HUB 

2. EXISTING BUILDING REMOVED (DASHED LINE)

3. NEW PLANTING AND FOOTPATH UPGRADE TO PARK LAND’S EDGE

4. LANDSCAPE MOUND AND ACCESS RAMPS AND STAIRS

5. POTENTIAL FOOTPATH CONNECTIONS ( EXERCISE TRAIL FUTURE WORKS 
BY COA)

6. NEW FOOTPATH CONNECTIONS

7. UPGRADED PLAYING FIELDS FUTURE WORKS BY ACSARA)

8. SERVICE ACCESS

9. ON STREET PARKING (ACCESSIBLE)
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PRINCIPLE ONE PRINCIPLE TWO PRINCIPLE THREE
Celebrate the quality, identity and 
cultural heritage of the Park Lands

Apply a ‘whole-of-park’ approach Activate the Park Lands

The Adelaide Park Lands are the premier greenspace for the city, and 
as such are a critical life support for the health and well-being of the 
community.  The building and landscape responds to the civic nature 
of its location via a structured sweeping landscape response and bold 
architectural expression. 

The design and consultation process has been extensive and this has 
provided a high level of rigour to the layouts and future functionality. 
The design cleverly manages the demands of operational imperatives 
with openness, visual delight and low impact approach to the site. 

We have worked with WAX Landscape Architects to undertake broad 
site analysis and precinct analysis. From this process we have identified 
existing linkages, pathways and amenities for community use. These 
existing and desired linkages and movements have been enhanced in 
the current design.

We have been attentive to the “future vision” covered in documentation 
and reports of the Adelaide Park Lands from a civic and public realm 
perspective. The whole of site strategy supports universal access and 
a variety of activity opportunities for all park users including families, 
sporting groups, community groups, school groups.

The proposal enables wider participation in sporting and recreational 
activities by providing a fit for purpose flexible facility that is accessible 
to diverse user groups.  It also promotes visibility of sporting activities 
and passive surveillance to support community safety.

The building is visible from the roadway for easy way-finding and 
visibility. The consolidation of facilities in a two-storey building form 
has the benefit of creating an activity “node” to encourage community 
vibrancy and activation.

The project creates “access for all” universal access in a relaxed (ramping) 
and a structured (lift) manner to enable interaction with diverse users.

Our design process involved consultation with community groups as well 
as the sporting and recreational groups that currently use the facilities. 
The greenspace and the building facilities have been designed to 
maximise the opportunities for diverse usage of the site. For instance 
the upper level change rooms can be used as “greenrooms” to support 
performances in the Multipurpose Community Space. The tiered 
landscape can be used for outdoor learning by surrounding schools. 
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Principles, Objectives & Building Types

Celebrate the quality, identity and 
cultural heritage of the Park Lands

Activate the Park Lands

Apply a “whole of park”  
approach

1
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The Six Principles

The following six principles present the overarching integrated approach to designing successful buildings 
within the Park Lands, to ensure that building designs are informed by their particular park setting. 
Details of each principle, with their associated objectives, are provided in subsequent pages.

Principles, Objectives & Building Types

Balance the visual impact of built 
form within the Park Lands 

5

Be design exemplars

Design with sustainability and 
longevity in mind
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PRINCIPLE FOUR PRINCIPLE FIVE PRINCIPLE SIX
Be design exemplars Balance the visual impact of built 

form within the Park Lands
Design with sustainability and 
longevity in mind

Working with the end users, we have developed a compact building 
footprint that has minimal impact on the existing natural context. The 
architectural form, materials and detailing respond to the landscape 
context of the site. 

We have considered the capital and operational costs of the project in 
the materials and detailing development. The building materials we have 
selected belong to the family of “community use” civic projects but have 
been used in an elegant and unique and exemplary manner.

The design narrative for the project has been developed from massing 
and texture studies of the locale. The design aims to be complementary 
and abstract in its context rather than imitative. 

The massing and detailing of the building and landscape considers 
safety of the park users in the external environment and internal spaces.

The building footprint is conservative for the current and future 
proposed utilisation. The design manages the compressed footprint 
and contemplates future flexibility by interlinking spaces visually and 
physically and co locating storage.

The materials and detailing have been selected to break down the 
overall size of the building into smaller scale and finer detailed elements 
that are experienced at closer approach.

The building has been designed with passive principles that will reduce 
lifetime energy usage. An overhang on the eastern facade has been 
designed to allow solar penetration into the community space in winter 
and provide shade in summer. Operable openings allow cross-ventilation 
of the multipurpose space.

Operational energy consumption will be offset via a concealed PV cell 
array and battery storage. Rainwater tanks will connect to Glenelg to 
Adelaide Pipeline for the flushing of toilets. A suitable AC cassette will be 
provided for the Community Space to manage temperature as required.

The existing facility will be demolished to facilitate the completion of 
the works. The design will incorporate the safe spoils of demolition to 
remain on site in mounding and/or landscape features to close the loop 
on the building lifecycle.

Where possible materials have been selected based on the embodied 
energy credentials (brickwork and sustainably sourced timber) and/or 
longevity and serviceability. 

The design has minimal external openings to improve security and safety. 
Vandalism and sleeping rough have been considered and addressed in 
the design.  
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BUILDING THE PARK LANDS
• Build on and enhance the character, culture and identity of the Park 

Lands through design responses that preserve landscapes, open 

space, character, park edges, views and other landscape features

ACCESSIBLE + INCLUSIVE
• Increase accessibility for all users, delivering a welcoming recreational 

environment

• Increase legibility and the sense of arrival to the building and the 

surrounding open space

• Improve connections to Park Lands trail

LANDSCAPE INTEGRATION
• Value and express the six principles of the Adelaide Park Lands 

Building on the Design Guidelines in relation to identity, exceptional 

design, whole of park approach, visual impact, activation and 

sustainability

• Integrate WSUD strategies and use of local native plants

• Use robust paving materials that define outdoor areas and enhance 

connections to the indoor treatments and finishes
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Do not scale drawings. Use figured dimensions only. This
drawing is to be read in conjunction with all relevant contracts, 
specifications, reports and drawings.  Check and verify levels 
and dimensions on site prior to commencement of any work, 
preparation of shop drawings or fabrication of components.
Copyright of this drawing is vested in Grieve Gillett Pty. Ltd.
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THE FOOTBALL PLAYER
“Football is life!”

THE PARENT
“Come on Lucy, get in there..! Don’t let them push 
you around like that! ... ahh, I need a drink”.

MIRNU WIRRA / GOLDEN WATTLE PARK

(PARK 21 W)

THE PARKLANDS STROLLER
“I wonder what’s going on over here? Hmm, you 
know what, I might cut across the oval today 
and get some fresh air”.
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THE COMMUNITY GROUP
“Good luck with the presentation tonight Singh - 
you’re going to do just fine”.
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Do not scale drawings. Use figured dimensions only. This
drawing is to be read in conjunction with all relevant contracts, 
specifications, reports and drawings.  Check and verify levels 
and dimensions on site prior to commencement of any work, 
preparation of shop drawings or fabrication of components.
Copyright of this drawing is vested in Grieve Gillett Pty. Ltd.
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MIRNU WIRRA SPORTS HUB
LANDSCAPE - DETAILED CONCEPT
21152

CITY OF ADELAIDE

MIRNU WIRRA / GOLDEN WATTLE PARK

(PARK 21 W)

1. NEW CLUBROOMS

2. RAMP ACCESS TO BUILDING WITH 
ACCESSIBLE 1:20 GRADIENT (UP TO 3.0M) 

3. ENTRANCE BRIDGE TO BUILDING WITH 
BALUSTRADE 

4. AMPHITHEATRE STEPS (0.45M) WITH 
QUICK STEPS  

5. GRASSED EMBANKMENT

6. STEPPED ACCESS (10 STEPS)

7. LANDSCAPED EMBANKMENT WITH 
SHRUB PLANTING

8. INFORMAL PATH ACCESS

9. LANDSCAPED ENTRANCE AND URBAN 
ADDRESS WITH DIRECT ACCESS PATH

10. ACCESSIBLE ON STREET PARKS (2)

11. GARDEN BEDS WITH OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WSUD  

12. PERMEABLE PAVED OPEN SPACE 

13. ACCESS ROAD FOR DROP OFF AND 
SERVICE VEHICLES (CRUSH ROCK 
SURFACE AND NO KERBS)

14. CURVED SEATING WALLS

15. UPGRADE PLAYING FIELDS

16. BIKE RACK AND DRINKING FOUNTAIN

17. EXISTING LIGHTING COLUMN

18. REMOVAL OF 4 TREES EUCALYTUS SP. 
(RED DASHED LINE)

NORTH

GARDEN 
BED

NEW TREESEXISTING 
TREES

IRRIGATED 
LAWN

FOOTPATH INFORMAL 
PATH
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5
1. GRASSED AMPHITHEATRE STEPS

2. PERMEABLE PAVING

3. AMPHITHEATRE STEPS WITH INTEGRATED PUBLIC ART

4. LANDSCAPE MOUNDING

5. BLEACHERS AND GRASS EMBANKMENT

6. NATIVE PLANTING TO CLUBROOM ENTRANCE  
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BOTANICAL NAME  -  COMMON NAME

1. Austrodanthonia caespitosa - Wallaby Grass

2. Cymbopogon ambiguus - Lemon Grass

3. Dianella revoluta - Black-anther Flax Lily

4. Ficinia nodosa - Knobby Club-rush

5. Lomandra multiflora ssp. dura - Hard Mat-rush

6. Poa poifiormis - Coast Tussock Grass
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BOTANICAL NAME  -  COMMON NAME

1. Banksia marginata - Silver Banksia

2. Scaevola crassifolia - Thick-leaved Fan Flower

3. Carprobrotus rossii - Karkalla

4. Microseris lanceolata - Yam Daisy

5. Wahlenbergia stricta - Austral Bluebell

6. Calocephalus citreus - Lemon beauty heads
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BOTANICAL NAME  -  COMMON NAME

1. Eucalyptus microcarpa –  Grey Box 

2. Eucalyptus porosa  – Mallee Box 

3. Eucalyptus camaldulensis Red Gum 

4. Pittosporum angustifolium  – Weeping Pittosporum

5. Acacia pycnantha  – Golden Wattle 

6. Allocasuarina verticillata  – Sheoak
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